
 

 
 
Cone   Hut   and   the   Lower   Waiohine   Track,   Tararua   Forest   Park  
 
This   tramp   is   an   amalgamation   of   the   Cone   Hut   Track   and   Cone   Saddle   Track,   with   a   return   via   the   Lower  
Waiohine   Track.   
Cross   the   swingbridge   over   Waiohine   River   and   ascend   the   steep   spur.   The   well-formed   track   climbs   500m  
until   it   flattens   out   near   the   ridge.   
A   change   in   the   forest   character   accompanies   a   change   in   track   conditions   and   the   undulations   of   the   ridge  
can   hold   water   and   make   the   track   boggy.   
After   45   minutes,   a   distinct   right   turn   in   the   track   leads   to   a   junction   with   the   track   to   Cone   Saddle   and   then  
Cone   Hut.  
Head   left   and   descend   the   hill   to   the   second   junction   to   Cone   Saddle.   Cone   Hut   is   a   further   10   minutes,   in   a  
small   clearing.  
From   Cone   Hut,   follow   the   signpost   to   Cone   Saddle   and   head   right   a   few   metres   to   rejoin   the   track   towards  
Totara   Flats.   The   track   is   known   to   suffer   windfall,   waterlogged   patches   and   has   large   root   steps   to   negotiate.  
Cross   Clem   Creek,   then   continued   through   beech   forest   to   the   Waiohine   River.  
A   rough   track   follows   the   course   of   the   Waiohine   River,   at   times   near   the   river   level,   but   mostly   perched   high  
above   on   the   valley   side.   The   conditions   are   frequently   boggy   with   many   undulations   to   cross   creeks.  
Follow   the   gorge   track   back   to   the   car   park.  
 
Wild   File  
Access    From   the   end   of   Waiohine   Gorge   Road  
Grade    Moderate  
Time    Car   park   to   Cone   Hut,   2.5hr;   To   Car   park   via   Lower   Waiohine   Track,   3.5-4.5hr  
Distance    13.6km  
Total   ascent    1295m  
Accommodation    Cone   Hut   )free,   six   bunks)   
Topo50   map    BP33   
 
 
Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  
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