
 

 
 
Te   Whara   Track,   Bream   Head   Scenic   Reserve   
 
From   the   Ocean   Beach   car   park,   the   track   climbs   steadily   uphill   across   open   grassy   hillside.   For   most   of   the  
way   there   are   no   switchbacks,   so   it   can   be   a   challenging   ascent.   
About   45   minutes   into   the   walk,   the   track   arrives   in   a   clearing   with   a   picnic   table   and   from   here,   a   short   track  
leads   through   the   regenerating   bush   to   a   wartime   radar   station.   
After   another   30   minutes,   the   summit   of   Te   Whara   is   reached   via   a   narrow   track   that   veers   off   to   the   left   and  
leads   to   the   rock   pillar.   With   sheer   drops   on   three   sides,   scrambling   up   the   rocky   peak   isn’t   for   the  
faint-hearted.   
The   track   continues   along   the   apex   of   the   ridge,   undulating   gently   through   the   bush.   Occasional   rock  
formations   provide   lookout   points.  
Roughly   halfway   along   the   ridgeline   is   the   turn   off   for   Peach   Cove   Hut   –   a   round   trip   of   around   an   hour,   but  
requiring   climbing   more   than   800   steps   to   regain   the   ridge).   
Follow   Te   Whara   Track   along   the   blade   of   the   ridge   to   Matariki/Mt   Lion   (395m).   From   this   summit,   the   trail  
descends   steep   but   well-maintained   stairs.   
At   the   bottom,   turn   right   and   head   straight   to   the   Urquharts   Bay   car   park   and   the   end   of   the   track   or   turn   left   for  
a   side   trip   to   the   crisp   white   beach   of   Smugglers   Cove.   
As   a   one-way   track,   Te   Whara   is   easiest   tackled   with   two   vehicles,   so   you   have   transport   at   each   end.   If   you’re  
going   solo,   the   walk   from   one   end   of   the   track   to   the   other   via   the   road   is   an   additional   4.5km.  
 
WILD   FILE  
Access    Ocean   Beach   car   park   on   Ranui   road,   or   Urquharts   Bay   car   park  
Grade    Easy-moderate  
Time    5.5hr   (allow   an   extra   hour   if   detouring   to   Peach   Cove)  
Distance :   7.5km  
Total   ascent    731m  
Topo50   map    AX31   
Further   information    Bream   Head   Scenic   Reserve   is   an   area   of   spiritual   and   archaeological   significance,  
considered   wahi   tapu,   or   sacred,   by   Māori.   Ensure   you   stay   on   the   marked   trails.   
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and  

compass   to   find   Around   the   Mountain   Circuit,   Egmont   National   Park  
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