Harman Pass, Arthur’s Pass National Park
Harman Pass is the first pass on the classic Three Passes route. It can be reached in a long day from the
Klondyke Corner road end and makes a splendid campsite for those who want a taste of the route, but don’t
have the time or experience to complete the full four-five day journey.
The trip begins with a rubble-bash up the Waimakariri River to Carrington Hut – a good place for a break.
Continuing again it doesn’t take long before reaching the White River, which must be crossed to gain access
to the narrow, boulder-filled Taipoiti River and the route to Harman Pass.
The route begins stteply as it climbs through a gorge and eventually opens out to wider, more open tussock
and scree tops.
At Harman Pass (1321m), it is possible to camp near Ariels Tarns – a classic alpine camping spot.
The descent back down the Taipoiti requires care on slippery rocks.
This trip requires a good forecast. Heavy rain may make the rivers impassable.
Wild File
Access From SH73, Klondyke Corner car park
Grade Moderate-difficult
Accommodation Carrington Hut ($15, 36 bunks)
Time Klondyke Corner to Carrington Hut, 4-5hr; To Waimakariri Falls Hut 2-3hr
Distance 19.6km
Total ascent 1210m
Topo50 map BV20

Elevation Profile
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much information as
possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, especially when no
track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps and compass to find
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