
 

 
 
Pouakai   via   Dover   Route,   Egmont   National   Park  
 
The   Dover   Route   climbs   1000m   through   bush   and   tussock   along   a   narrow,   rocky   ridge   to   reach   the   highest  
point   on   the   Pouakai   Range   –   1400m   Pouakai.  
This   route   is   not   as   well   maintained   as   the   more   popular   Mangorei   Track,   which   walkers   use   to   gain   Pouakai  
Hut   and   tarn   on   the   Taranaki   Crossing.  
The   track   begins   from   a   pull-out   just   past   Katikara   Stream,   nearly   across   from   Dover   Road,   and   is   easily  
missed   unless   you   are   looking   for   it.   The   first   200m   is   overgrown,   muddy,   and   rough   going,   but   then   the   track  
improves   as   it   enters   lowland   forest   and   begins   its   steady   climb.  
And   so   it   goes   for   the   next   90-minutes:   a   relentless   uphill   slog   through   the   bush   with   few   views.   Eventually,   the  
trees   start   getting   shorter,   a   good   sign   that   the   track   is   nearing   the   bushline.   
The   final   hour,   above   the   bush,   is   a   glorious   and   fun   wander   along   a   narrow,   exposed   rocky   ridge   with   the   kind  
of   stunning   views   every   mountain   lover   yearns   for.   The   route   along   the   ridge   alternates   between   scrambling  
up   rocks   and   stepping   over   and   around   tussock.  
The   route   ascends   the   final   rise   and   arrives   at   the   trig   marking   the   summit.   Mt   Taranaki   slowly   reveals   itself   as  
the   final   pitch   is   ascended   until   there’s   the   Mounga   in   all   its   glory.   
The   trig   offers   stunning   360-degree   views   encompassing   tussock-covered   slopes   towards   the   mountain,  
narrow   ridges   that   drop   down   to   the   bush,   the   bush-clad   Kaitake   Range   to   the   west   and   further   out   to   the  
sparkling   Tasman   Sea.   On   a   clear   day,   you   can   even   see   Mt   Ruapehu.   
The   return   is   either   back   the   way   you   came   or,   if   you   have   arranged   a   car   shuttle,   you   can   continue   on   to  
Pouakai   Hut   and   down   to   Mangorei   Road.  
 
Wild   File  
Access     From   Carrington   Road  
Grade    Moderate-difficult  
Time    3-4hr   to   Pouakai  
Distance    4.7km  
Total   ascent    977m  
Topo50   map    BJ28,   BJ29  
 
 
 
Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  
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