
 

 
 

Broken   Hills,   Coromandel   Forest   Park  
 

Broken   Hills   was   formerly   a   thriving   goldfield   following   the   discovery   of   gold   there   in   1893,   but   little   reward   was  
ever   accrued.   
The   legacy   of   these   past   operations   is   still   in   evidence,   including   the   500m-long   Collins   Drive   Tunnel   –   bring   a  
torch.   
The   Broken   Hills   Battery   ruins   are   found   at   the   end   of   the   Broken   Hills   Battery   Walk.   The   foundations   are  
evident   and   the   retaining   walls   show   the   tiers   of   the   battery   building’s   architecture.   Exploring   the   informal  
tracks   back   towards   the   road   reveals   piles   of   rusting   metal   detritus,   now   overgrown   by   ferns   and   foliage.  
The   Golden   Hills   Battery   ruins   are   situated   at   the   conclusion   of   the   Golden   Hills   Battery   Walk.   The   metalled  
track   follows   the   route   of   the   old   tramway   and   passes   several   mine   entrances   from   which   rusting   tram   rails  
retreat   from   the   dark   openings.   The   brick   and   concrete   foundations   remain,   but   are   eclipsed   by   the   arched  
supports   of   the   cyanide   tanks   directly   below   the   battery   ruins.   
From   the   car   park,   the   tracks   on   the   western   side   of   the   Tairua   River   are   lengthier   and   climb   the   hillsides.   
The   Golden   Hills   Mine   Track   climbs   to   a   lookout   and   then   descends   from   the   lookout   to   reach   the   western  
entrance   of   the   Collins   Drive   Tunnel,   complete   with   the   timber   structures   holding   the   ceiling   solid.   You’ll   need   a  
torch   to   safely   walk   the   tunnel.  
Near   the   eastern   exit   of   the   tunnel,   the   Third   Branch   Track   heads   right.   The   Water   Race   Track   then   follows   the  
line   of   the   old   water   race,   which   fed   the   Pelton   wheel   at   the   Golden   Hills   Battery.   At   the   conclusion   of   the   track,  
a   short   detour   at   Falls   Creek   shows   the   concrete   pad   on   which   the   Government   Battery   sat.  

 
Wild   File  
Access    From   Puketui   Road,   off   Morrisons   Road   which   begins   opposite   the   Pauanui   turn-off  
Grade    Easy  
Time    4-5hr  
Distance    8.3km  
Total   ascent    709m  
Topo50   map    BB35  

 
 

Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  

the   best   possible   route.    Memory   Map   shows   purple   tracks   and   hut   icons   as   verified   routes   and   huts.   Red   or   blue   routes   are   those   drawn   by   Wilderness.   
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