
 

 
 
Powell   Hut,   Tararua   Forest   Park  
 
From   the   Holdsworth   Road   end,   take   the   Gentle   Annie   Track   on   a   gently-graded   climb   through   beech   forest.  
Just   past   the   junction   with   the   River   ERidge   Track,   the   climb   begins   in   earnest   and   it’s   a   45-minute   grunt   up  
wooden   steps   and   a   steep   slope   until   finally   emerging   onto   the   subalpine   tops   just   before   the   hut.   
Just   below   the   hut,   a   rocky   outcrop   gives   an   excellent   view   of   High   Ridge   and   Totara   Flats   far   below   in   the  
Waiohine   valley.  
The   latest   version   of   Powell   Hut,   built   in   2019,   features   a   massive   deck,   partially   covered,   built   for   the   views  
across   bush-lined   ridges   to   the   Wairarapa   plains.   Inside   are   four   separate   bunkrooms,   a   roomy   social   area  
and   kitchen,   gas   cookers,   wood   burner,   solar   lighting,   and   ventilation   and   fire   alarm   systems   (two   of   the  
previous   Powell   Huts   have   burned   down).   
The   Mt   Holdsworth   (1470m)   summit   is   one   hour’s   climb   beyond   the   hut   and   is   exposed   to   winds   but   otherwise  
a   straight-forward   climb.   
 
Wild   File  
Access    Holdsworth   Road   end   
Grade    Easy-moderate  
Time    4hr  
Distance    7.36km  
Total   ascent    1059m  
Accommodation    Powell   Hut   ($15,   32   bunks)   
Topo50   Map    BP34   Masterton  
 
 
 
Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  
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