
 

 
Park   Pass   Glacier,   Mt   Aspiring   National   Park  
 
The   trip   starts   at   the   Routeburn   Road   end   but   leaves   the   Routeburn   Track   after   a   short   time   and   climbs  
steeply   to   Sugar   Loaf   Pass,   where   it   descends,   again   steeply,   into   the   Rockburn   Valley.   
A   good   marked   track   up   the   Rockburn   leads   to   Theatre   Flat   and   the   tussock   flats   of   the   upper   valley.   Park  
Pass   is   at   1176m,   with   a   large   tarn   and   a   rock   bivvy.  
From   Park   Pass,   there   is   no   marked   track   up   to   the   glacier,   but   the   route   ascends   the   obvious   tussock   slopes  
on   the   east   of   the   pass.   
While   maps   show   a   couple   of   bluff   sections,   there   is   an   easy   way   through,   with   a   defined   track   in   some   places  
and   the   odd   cairn   to   follow.   This   leads   to   a   shallow   valley,   with   incredible   schist   slabs   and   alpine   herb-fields,  
which   you   follow   up   to   an   extensive   area   of   bedrock   and   moraine   hillocks.   
Even   if   this   is   as   far   as   you   go   you   will   be   rewarded   with   stunning   views   of   the   glacier,   the   terminal   lake   and  
the   peaks   beyond.   
Moraine   by   the   lake   outlet   offers   space   for   camping.  
The   lake’s   outlet   is   spectacular   and   crossing   here   requires   care   as   the   stream   runs   across   smooth   schist   and  
then   plummets   500m   to   the   Rockburn   Valley.   
 
Wild   File  
Access    Routeburn   Road   end,   Glenorchy  
Grade    Moderate-difficult  
Time    Road   end   to   Park   Pass,   8-9hr;   Park   Pass   to   lake   outlet,   2hr   
Distance    18.2km  
Total   ascent    1897m  
Topo50   map    CA09   
 
 
 
Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  

Around   the   Mountain   Circuit,   Egmont   National   Park  
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