
 

 
Kime   Hut,   Tararua   Forest   Park  
 
Kime   Hut   is   a   secluded   weekend   getaway   in   the   Tararuas   –   if   you   can   handle   the   five-hour   uphill   slog.   Multiple  
routes   from   Kime   Hut   provide   many   options   for   further   hiking   or   simply   a   return   trip   back   to   the   car   park.   
The   tramp   starts   at   Otaki   Forks   with   a   crossing   of   the   swingbridge   which   provides   access   to   the   western   side  
of   the   Tararuas.   The   track   meanders   across   grassy   plains   for   a   short   time,   then   it’s   straight   up   a   steep   zigzag  
gravel   track   for   about   an   hour,   gaining   500m   in   height.   
Field   Hut   is   reached   in   a   further   90-minutes   and   is   a   good   place   to   stop   for   lunch.   
The   terrain   then   changes   to   tussock   as   the   snowline   is   reached.   The   views   over   Kapiti   are   stunning   from   this  
point   on.   
The   next   two   hours   is   a   scramble   up   rock   and   through   muddy   tussock   along   Judd   Ridge,   before   the   final  
incline   to   the   summit   of   Bridge   Peak   (1421m).  
The   broad   summit   of   Bridge   Peak   can   be   swampy,   but   Kime   Hut   is   just   a   few   minutes   away   from   this   point.  
Once   settled   in,   it’s   worth   climbing   to   the   ridge-edge   just   above   the   hut   to   watch   the   sunset   over   Kapiti   Island  
and   for   views   to   the   South   Island.   Field   Peak,   10-minutes   away,   provides   a   stunning   vantage   from   which   to  
view   the   sunrise.   
If   you’ve   got   time,   the   two-hour   round   trip   to   Mt   Hector   and   the   memorial   cross   is   worthwhile.   
 
 
Wild   File  
Access    From   Otaki   Forks   carpark  
Grade    Moderate  
Time    4-6hr   
Distance    10.6km  
Total   ascent    1529m  
Accommodation    Kime   Hut   ($5,   20   bunks)   standard   DOC   hut   pass  
Topo50   map     BP33  
 
 
Elevation   Profile  
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as  
possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no  
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find  

the   best   possible   route.    Memory   Map   shows   purple   tracks   and   hut   icons   as   verified   routes   and   huts.   Red   or   blue   routes   are   those   drawn   by   Wilderness.   
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